A   MEDIATOR
as good as thrown down the gauntlet? Vienna has conquered, Bucharest has received its warning, Sofia has been encouraged. One more honourable gesture, and the Nibelungen troth has saved the aged ally.
The Kaiser writes in the margin: "A brilliant performance for a time-limit of only forty-eight hours. This is more than one could have expected! A great moral victory for Vienna; but with it every reason for war drops away> and Giesl might have remained quietly in Belgrade! On the strength of this I should never have ordered mobilisation!" At the same time he writes to Jagow; the final points could be settled by negotiation, but Austria must receive honourable satisfaction, she must first set her foot on foreign soil and hold Belgrade in her hand as a pledge. On this basis he is prepared to offer his mediation.
A nervous man, afraid of seeming afraid, with the vocabulary of a typical officer; a despotic ruler accustomed to call a halt whenever he desires—thus the sick soul of this man, who is always swayed by appearances, is driven by one impulse to threats, by a fresh impulse to yielding. At the head, of a factory, a company, or a family he would have proved lacking in stability; and he could have ensured it for his great Empire only by choosing manfully independent ministers to serve him.
In these days he is purely peaceable; what further remarks fall from his hand in the patient white margins of the documents ? Beside an article which warned him to beware of Russia's attitude: "/ could not assume that the Tsar would place himself on the side of bandits and regicides, . , . Germans are incapable of such a point of view; it is Slavonic or Latin"
Meanwhile, Count Berchtold has circulated a so-called "dossier*' against Serbia—it might equally be called a note explicative, or, given another name out of the dictionary of Rococo. Living wholly in the euphemistic spirit of that age, this shadow of a seigneur loves such phrases, which reveal the vision of the world-war as it appeared to him through the windows of his Cabinet.
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